Streptococci constitute one of the major bacterial groups in mammalian feces that can be enumerated and identified by simple aerobic techniques. In most, if not all, warm-blooded animals they may be the most numerous fecal bacteria capable of aerobic growth, substantially outnumbering the coliform bacteria (4) . Most of the streptococci that have been isolated from feces and identified belong to the group D streptococci and include three principal species (Streptococcus faecalis, Streptococcus faecium, and Streptococcus bovis) and their varieties or subspecies (2) . The relative fecal populations of these three species (and perhaps of other streptococcal species) may have diagnostic value in identifying sources of fecal pollution (2, 4) .
Studies of the occurrence and distribution of the species of group D streptococci in the feces of different animals and in habitats or products that may be subject to fecal contamination are handicapped by poor recovery values, particularly for S. bovis, on the media commonly used (5, 6 of these tests. All media other than Pfizer selective enterococcus (PSE) agar were from BBL. Enterococcosel broth (ECB) and PSE agar gave the best recovery from pure cultures of S. bovis, with counts from 50 to 100% of those on SMB. Three media, all of which contain 0.04 or 0.05% sodium azide, gave less than 1% recovery (SF broth, KF broth, and Menterococcus agar). All media gave relatively good recovery from pure cultures of enterococci, with ECB and SF giving counts slightly greater than those on the SMB controls.
These same media were tested for their performance in recovering S. bovis and enterococci from bovine fecal samples (Table 1 ). The total count recoveries were quite good except for SF, KF, and M-enterococcus media, with ECB and MS giving essentially the same counts as the control SMB. Colonies were picked randomly from plates of each medium and subjected to a Microbiol. 1974, p. 52, G196), who reported that viridans streptococci are common in human feces but not found in feces from domestic animals. All other media contained at least 0.02% sodium azide and essentially all colonies proved to be group D streptococci. The ECB gave the highest total count, and all isolates were group D streptococci evenly divided between S. bovis and enterococci. Thus, this seems clearly to be the most suitable of the commercially available media tested for enumerating streptococci from bovine feces, even though it gave a low proportion of S. bovis to enterococci as compared with SMB. The PSE agar has the same formulation as ECB except for the addition of agar. It seems probable that PSE broth would give results comparable with ECB and that the use of broth and an absorbent pad in conjunction with the membrane filter technique may be somewhat better than use of agar media. Since the feces from man and other animals also may contain a significant population of S. bovis (3) (4) (5) , these same conclusions would appear to be applicable to measurement of streptococci from mammalian feces but not necessarily to other habitats with more diverse populations (e.g., food and sewage).
